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) June 24, 2004
prowian Henri Bisson o |
Alakagk State of Alaska Director . j o
Andreateky Bureau of Land Management, Alaska State Office
Aniak 222 West 7% Avenne !
[Sirgay Anchorage, Alaska 99513-7599 :
Bill Mooe's S : :
Cheforak Dear Mr. Bisson: !
L |, writing you as President of the Asspaiation of Village Council Presidents,
Croaked Creeke f the Alaska Natjve regional nonprofit for the Yukon-Kuskokwsi Delta, to request that
::‘m ak BLM hold a hearing in Bethel and a; least one village on its decision to revisit its 1998
Geargrtown plan for the Northeast Planning Arey of the Natipnal Petroleum Reserve-Alaska
Goodnews Buy : |
002 AVCP has been involved in Mmigratory bird co-tanagement and conservation for
NEPA bz § OVeT twenty years. lv[;g;ator.y birds gre a critical. part of our people’s subsisterice and
Process g culgum. Black brant, in particular, | ve,‘been_aspecies of concem here on the Y-K Delta,
which AVCP and our villages have heen active in co-managing for conservation. We are
;_f?‘;?‘m concerned that the possible opening of the Teshekpuk Lake arez to oil exploration and
Koty development might adversely affect black bran populations here on the Delta. Banding
Kwezhluk studies suggest that nearly 70% of the black brant in the Teshekpuk Lake area may be -

Kwigilfingak brant that nest here in the Y-K Delta.| In 1998, the Teshekpuk Lake Special Area was

m?h“ omifted from the remainder of the Nq!nhmst Planning Area when the remainder of the
Mekoryuk Planning Area was opened to the.oil industry, specifically because of its ecological valye.
Mu. Village :

:m ‘ We therefore reguest that a heiaﬁng be held in Bethel on this decision to revisit the
Napaskiak 1998 plan. For our part, we will do all that we can to ensure that people in our coastal
Newtok villages get word of this meeting, and lhave an opportunity to comment at such a hearing,
Nightroate although we believe it would also be i portant for BLM to widely publicize such a
Nunaksryak Ineeting in the region’s newspapers and radio statipn, and to accommodate tol] free call-

:ﬁ::mh},';‘k s from the villages. We would also §uggest that BLM hold at least one hearing in a
Obogamiut coastal village located near prime black brant nesting areas.

Fomin . We further request that the comment period be extended past the August 2™
Pita’s Poing Deadline. Summer is the peak of the siibsistence Season, and more time to comment
Platimum would allow greater input by affected people here in our region.
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